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In a drive to improve writing standards we have 

decided to introduce a cursive script.  Research has 

shown this improves legibility and strengthens 

spelling patterns.  
 

All the letters now start ‘on the line, on the left’ 

and this should enable children to join more easily 

when they are ready.  Children are taught 

handwriting each day for at least 10 minutes.  The 

teachers also model writing using the cursive script 

and joining when appropriate. 

 

Children will work on pre-cursive handwriting 

patterns in nursery and those who are ready will 

learn how to form the letters. 
 

We would like parents to support us by frequently 

practising forming the letters and joining words at 

home. 

 

 

Year 4 to 6 

Children will be expected to join all their writing all of 

the time. 

The quick brown fox jumps over the 
lazy dog. 
 

Year 3  

Children will be expected to join whole words together 

most of the time. 

The quick brown fox jumps over the 
lazy dog. 
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Phase 5 Phonemes  

ay   oy   wh  ou  ir  ie   ea  ie 

 ue   aw  ph   ew  oe  au   
Phase 5 Tricky Words 

 

their  people  looked called 
 asked  could 

 

Year 2  

Children will start to join whole words together for some 

of the time. 

The quick brown fox jumps over the 
lazy dog. 
 

A   B  C  D  E  F  G  H  I  J  K  L  M  

N  O  P  Q  R  S  T  U  V  W  X  Y  Z 

Reception 

Children will begin to work on letter formation. 

Lower-Case Letters 

a   b  c  d  e  f  g  h  i  j  k  l m  n  o  

p  q  r  s  t  u v  w  x  y  z 

 

 

 

 

 

Upper-Case Letters (Capitals) 
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Upper-Case Letters (Capitals) 



 Year 1 

When children are introduced to new phonemes in phonics 

they will practise joining the letters. They will then be 

expected to always join these letters in words. They will also 

learn to join ‘tricky’ words. 

Phase 3 Phonemes  

zz  qu ch  sh   th  ng 

Phase 3 Tricky Words 

he  she  we  me  

be   was  you  they all  are 
 my  her   

Phase 2 Phonemes 

 ck ll  ss 
Phase 2 Tricky Words 

 to   the  no  go  into   

Phase 4 Phonemes  

 ai  ee  igh  oa   oo  

ar  or  ow oi  ear  

air ure  er  

 

Phase 4 Tricky Words 

said  have  like so  do 
 some  come  were there 
 little  one  when out 

 what  
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